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PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN BOMBAY 
T. D. WAKNIS, B.A., F.L.A. 
Curator of Libraries, Bombay 


The development of Public Libraries in Bombay was given a fillip as 
early as 1940 when the provincial ministry under the leadership of the 
Premier Hon’ble Mr. B. G Kher appointed a committee to report on the 
condition of Public Libraries and to suggest ways of expanding and 
improving their service. The committee made a comprehensive survey 
of the field and made recommendations. Yet the time of its publication 
happened to be inopportune as the popular ministry had then resigned 
and Governmant was under adviser’s rule. Soon after resumption of 
responsible Government, however, the threads of welfare work were 
picked up and the Government of Bombay created a department of libraries 
in 1946 to make library service available to hundred percent of 
the population. 


During the three years of its existence the department of libraries 
has succeeded in regularising the administration of Public Libraries in 
most of the district and taluka towns of the State. The method has been 
to examine the working of the Local Libraries and to select one of them 
for Government recognition and grant. Local Libraries in district and 
taluka towns were among the few mixed blessings of the former alien 
rule. They were blessings as, the libraries were radiating centres of infor- 
mation enlightenment and recreation. ‘They were a liability in so far as 
they were not public in the real sense of the term. The number of 
literates was small and well to do among those who could afford to pay 
for service was smaller still and only these could use the library. The 
efforts at increasing the number of both these classes so that there would 
be no distinction between classes and masses were in the past both 
spasmodic and abortive. The Government of the day have, as it were 
struck a first blow for achieving the obliteration of these distinctions by 
inserting a clause among the terms and conditions that an institution 
must throw open its resources for the free use of the Public. Only on 
fulfilling this condition does the library receive recognition and grant. 


The number of district libraries receiving Government grant is 20. 
This is seven less than the number of districts. The grant amounts to 
Rs. 4,000/- maximum. Subject to this limit Government gives grant 
equal to the amount which people raise on their own and spend in running 
the library. There is nothing to prevent Government from financing 
the libraries hundred percent and providing service second to none in 
the world. But they are persuaded that Government cannot remain 
much in advance of public opinion and that the growth of public institu- 
tions will have better chances of permanence if they were to be the 
expression of an inward urge of the people rather than translation of a 
benevolent impulse from without. That is why the Government limit 
their financial responsibility to only one half of the total expenditure. 
A budget of Rs. 8,000/- for district town is by no means a generous 
budget and were it not for the honorary services of presidents, secretaries 
and members of the managing committees the libraries would be hard 
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put to it to render the kind of service, they are rendering at present. 
As education spreads both primary and adult and creates a greater 
number of people alive to their social rights and obligations there will 
be a greater demand both on the quality and quantity of library 
service. 


There are 127 taluka town libraries. The number is Jess than that of 
the number of talukas. Grants are allotted to these on the same terms 
as those for the districts, the miximum in talukas being however only 
Rs. 450/- annually. Suburbs of Bombay like Khar and Bandra are 
bracketed in this group. In taluka places also a budget of Rs. 900/- 
is far from adequate. Government do not step up their own contributions 
lest there no chances left for the people to wake up and realize the 
inadequacy of the libraries budgetary position. 


In Western countries where public libraries are regarded as indispensable 
for a democratic state the question of adequate finances never arises. 
The libraries there are the function of local bodies-parishcouncils, 
municipalities, county councils,etc. By law it is an optional function and not 
obligatory like that of maintenance of clear and well lighted roads, 
water supply, drainige, etc. Yet so enlightened is public opinion that 
they have in practice made it as if it belonged to the obligatory group. 
They raise as much money as is needed for efficient library service by 
levying a library rate. This is invariably done in Great Britain and 
European countries. In the U. S. A. sometimes the municipalities 
do not raise a library rate but make allotments for library service from 
the general funds. To philosophically minded persons all these methods 
amount to the same thing in ultimate analysis. Whether people raise 
money voluntarily, whether municipalities raise special library rates 
or whether the municipalities or Governments pay out of general funds, 
in the final reckoning, the money comes from people's pockets, and is 
used for their good. 


In our country the day of reaching this stage of public enlightenment 
is fast approaching thanks to the forcible drive against illiteracy with the 
pincer movement of compulsory education for children and _ social 
education for adults. 


In district and taluka town libraries the greatest attraction is the 
periodicals’ room. The daily newspapers, weeklies and monthlies are 
displayed on stands and it is not seldom that a paper is read simultaneously 
by half dozen readers or more. The seats in the room are fully taken 
up. There is not much elbow room left for movement. In places like 
Belgaum a separate room like enclosure is reserved for women readers 
and it too is fully utilized. In Poona and Dharwar the regional libraries 
present a similar picture or crowded readingrooms. ‘There the periodicals 
readers are mixed with serious type of readers who are conning books. 
Generally speaking these reading rooms are open from eight to twelve 
hours and any hour the attendance is in the neighbourhood of two 
hundred. In Bombay the Central hall of the Town Hall is set apart for 
the serious readers and wing of it is hedged in for newspapers stands. 
At one end there are a few of the commonly used reference books like 
Dictionaries, Year Books, Almanancs, ect. Plans are on foot to equip 
this library with duplicate sets of quick reference books, quiet and 
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reposeful reading room facilities with a couple of charming helpful 
librarians in attendance to minister to the readers needs. 


A question is sometimes raised whether too much periodicals 
reading is conducive to poise and the well balanced mind. ‘The dailies 
for example are concerned with current events. They do not bother 
themselves overmuch with the roots or fruits of the topics dealt with. 
The effect on the readers mind is similar to that of torrential rains 
falling on unbunded soil with no trees in it to check soil erosion. 
The charge is a true bill. Butthe habit of reading which it fosters 
is worth cultivating and even if five percent of readers are led on 
to further and deeper study by the stimulus provided by periodical 
press the expenditure would justify itself. 


In the villages there are primary schools for youngsters and 
classes of social education for adults. The question of preventing 
relapse into illiteracy of both the children and the adults through the 
instrumentality of libraries is engaging the attention of Government. 
The Social Education branch of the Education Department provides 
a grant of Rs. 20/- by way of aid for adults’ libraries. The department 
of libraries has not yet reached the villages. The experience of Baroda 
of having a library in each place having a primary school is being 
examined to see if typ? Practice is worth copying. 


Although full fledged libraries have not been established in villages 
library services of a sort is made available to villagers. In the 
districts prohibition and publicity vans are making circuits. They carry 
honorary social workers who engage the villagers in friendly chats 
explaining to them the various ameliorative measures which Government 
are putting into operation. Their oral message is reinforced by the 
pamphlets produced by the publicity department and by films, strips 
and stills and occassionally by documentaries. The rhetoricians in 
Sanskrit believe that the most palatable form of administering advice 
or admonition is the beloved’s homily. Poetry is supposed to do the 
trick. Government have availed themselves of this hint and songs and 
dances and other forms of colourful entertainment are pressed into 
service to communicate the news of uplift activities undertaken by the 
various development departments, of the state. Promoters of modern 
public libraries includes in their province all these new methods of 
dissemination of ideas and associate themselves wholeheartedly with 
such efforts when the initiative is taken by other agencies. 


Not the least significant in the development public libraries in 
Bombay are the establishment of copyright libraries in Bombay. Ahmeda- 
bad, Poona, and Dharwar. Before their establishment books delivered 
by printers and publishers under copyright act and rules either remained 
in dusty repose in cellars of Government Secretariat or melted into 
then air in a mysterious manner. Now the three regional centres house all 
material printed in their regional language and make it available gratis to 
scholars, research workers and owners of copyright. In Bombay the 
Central Library houses all material published in the past in other than 
the regional languages and all materia!s printed currently in Bombay sharing 
the housing of regional literature with the regional library. The running 
of these copyright libraries has been undertaken as a labour of love 
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respectively by the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. The 
Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad, The Maharashtra Granthalaya Commtttee, 
Poona, and Vidya Vardhak Sangh, Dharwar. The parent institutions have 
very liberally agreed to allow the readers of copyright libraries free access 
to their own book resources. 


An index of the growing realization of libraries being handmaids of 
all other ameliorative agencies is furnished by the members of the various 
advisory boards, Central and Regional. They are men and women 
prominent in their own walks of life who have agreed to serve as 
honorary advisers for the efficient conduct of public libraries. 


The public libraries are an instrument of education. By them- 
selves they do not set out to improve anybody. But all who have 
the urge of improvement in them will find the libraries a roaring 
dynomo of ideomotor energy—institutions which supply ideas and 
inspiration in abundance in the most friendly manner. As Her Highness 
the Maharani Shantadevi Gaekwad of Baroda expressed it in the 1946 
Library Conference. ‘*The libraries are the storehouses of old and power- 
houses of new knowledge.” 


MODERN PUBLIC LIBRARIANSHIP* 
LEON CARNOVSKY 
Professor, University of Chicago 

Modern public librarianship, both in Great Britain and in America 
may be dated roughly from 1850. In that year the British Parliament 
passed the Public Libraries Act, under which Manchester established 
its Public Library ; and two years before‘ Massachusetts enacted a law to 
permit Boston to levy atax for a public library. Although other cities 
had establshed libraries earlier, Manchester and Boston are outstanding 
as precursors of the modern library movement. 


In America, at least, one can see a clear line of historical develop- 
ment behind the emergence of the modern public library, and in tracing 
this development we can understand the philosophy and objectives of our 
libraries today. First, we have the example of Benjamin Franklin’s 
library, a subscription library established in 1731. It was not free, but it 
contributed the conception of a library and of library use for the purpose 
of personal education. Franklin’s library contained only the most serious 
type of literature ; the classics and scientific works occupied prominent 
places in it, and even fifty years later it was not considered expedient 
to include fiction in the collections. This library, imitated widely, is 
often spoken of as the father of the American library movement ; actually, 
however, other libraries were equally important. These were the many 
joint-stock, semi-public, libraries, which also emphasized joint book owner- 
ship, and which also contributed to the idea of the library as an 
educational force. 


In addition to such libraries which antedated the modern public 
library, other social influences were at work. One was the spread of 
free education, and with it the creation of areading public. Over and 
over again one meets the statement that while schools taught people how 





*Summary of a lecture delivered at the International School for Librarians. 
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sufficient wealth to purchase the books they wanted. It was also argued 
by library proponents, both in England and in America, that the library 
was a social necessity to combat the evil influences of the saloon 
and other forms of vice open to the farm boy and the immigrant. Further 
it was contended that the common labourer, the unskilled worker, the 
apprentice, all should have the opportunity for personal improvement 
through study of his craft, or of any craft through which he expected to 
earn his livelihood. On another plane library enthusiasts pointed out 
that peaceful social change could come about only through an enlightened 
citizenry, a citizenry that could be depended upon to bring about social 
change through law and through periodic elections. And here we see 
perhaps one of the most significant arguments for libraries as agencies of 
enlightment in a democratic society. Political democracy means the 
participation of all adults in the processes of government. To participate 
wisely requires ability to judge the issues of the day and to arrive at 
intelligent conclusions with regard to them. What better means could 
there be than books and literature generally to help in this process to 
ascertain the facts, to study the arguments, to consider alternative 
means of action, to arrive at a studied rather than an impulsive con- 
clusion. The free access to arguments on all sides is the very essence 
of the democratic decision this, plus the willingness to accept a decision 
though it be contrary to one’s own private preferences. 


Thus, we find the following forces behind the evolution of the 
modern library in a democratic society. 


1. The desire to supplement the work of the schools. 

oa os »» help the worker to improve himself. 

ee aa », provide a counter-attraction to vice. 

+ - es », make for peaceful and orderly social change 
through democratic processes. 

eo & ” » help the individual to develop as a human 


personality to develop intellectually, and cul- 
turally as a free man, free of the domination 
of caprice and subject only to the rule of reason 
and intellect. 


These forces still exert a strong influence in public librarianship 
today. Some are more important than others ; some have changed 
as the currents of modern life have changed. But in spite of modifica- 
tions and additions, the basic objectives of the public library in a 
democratic society remain, to help the individual to develop himself 
to his full capacity, and to help him comprehend the issues of his 
community, his nation, and his world. This means, in short, contribute 
to the formation of an intelligent public opinion. 


George Washington, America’s first president, fully recognized the 
power of public opinion in the structure of democratic government, 
in his farewell address to the American people he counselled his 
countrymen to “promote as an object of primary importance, institution 
for the general diffusion of knowledge”. By implication this would 
surely include the public library. 


In addition to the broadly educational goals we must recognize 
others. One in particular has come to dominate much of library 
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activity today: reading for recreation. One of the great leaders of the 
library movement in America, George Ticknor of Boston, advocated 
the provision of contemporary literature in quantity-—he referred to it 
as “the pleasant literature of the day’’—to the end of attracting people to 
the library and inculcating in them the reading habit, so that they 
would then proceed to the reading of more substantial books. Whether 
his hopes for such progress have been borne out or not is a debatable 
question. But the fact is that the public library now stands as one 
of the most important agencies for the distribution of recreational 
reading matter. To-day we are not even concerned whether such 
reading leads to more serious reading; it is sufficient that it takes 
place, and helps people to pass the time enjoyably. 


Another goal is to provide reliable information ; the modern public 
library stands as a first aid in answering questions and solving 
problems. This, the reference function, occupies a position of great 
importance in every library. Whatever field of interest, personal, 
family, business, vocation, or avocation—any subject on which accurate 
information is wanted—the library is ready to help, from its own 
resources or from those of other libraries. Since the public library 
is the sounding board of its community, the interests of its inhabitants 
are reflected in its collections and in its services as well. 


Finally, we should not forget the great historical function of 
the library: the preservation of the materials of our cultural heritage. 
From the earliest Alexandrian libraries, through the monastic and 
scholastic libraries, down to modern times, this goal has never been 
lost sight of ; and though the smaller libraries today can pay less 
deference to it, our great libraries recognize it as a cornerstone, as 
one of their main reasons for being. If any variation in this goal 
has been introduced it is only to emphasize the desirability not 
merely of preserving, but of becoming acquainted with the works 
of the mind enshrined in literary form. 


In summary, the goals or objectives of the modern library may 
be defined as follows : 


1. To promote enlightened citizenship. 

2. To provide opportunity and encouragement for children 
and adults to carry on their education continuously. 

3. To serve as the community’s center for reliable informa- 
tion. 

4. To provide recreation through reading. 

5. To preserve and to disseminate the books which represent 
our cultural heritage. 


The philosophy of the modern library may thus be epitomized. 
The library is a free institution for free men; open to all, regard- 
less of race, creed, nationality, class, or wealth ; it makes available 
and encourages the reading of books reflecting diverse points of view ; 
it performs a fundamental educational function in helping individual 
development and enlightment. Thus it makes its basic contribution 
to the maintenance of the democratic tradition in the modern 
world. 
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NEED FOR LIBRARY LEGISLATION IN INDIA 
G. L. TREHAN, B. A. 


Secretary, Panjab Library Association, Simla. 


Mr. Trehan who is Secretary of the Panjab Library Association, Simla, 
stresses the need of Legislation in India which is a century behind 
the Great Britain where the Library Association, London, is celebrating 
the Cenetenary of the passing of the first Public Libraries Act, 1850. 
He also suggests the appointment of Public Libraries Commission by 
the Government of India to make a comprehensive survey of all the 
existing public libraries in India and to recommend ways and means for 
improving library service and future development of public libraries 
under the Public Libraries Act when brought on the statute books of each 
State. This article is very thought-provoking and is bound to stir 
persons interested in library movement and the Government to consider 
the desirability of bringing achange in the present set up of public 
libraries in India.—Editor. 


The year 1950 isa landmark inthe history of public library movement, 
for great celebrations are being held in September, 1950,.by the Library 
Association, London, on the passing of the first Public Libraries Act of 
1850 in Great Britain. The Library of Congress in U.S.A. has also 
recently celebrated the completing of 150th year of its establishment. 


The Public Libraries Act, 1850, gave powers to Town Councils to 
acquire and maintain buildings suitable for use as libraries and to levy 
a rate for that purpose of not more than half a penny per pound per 
annum. It applied only to borough of more than 10,000 population 
and it was notbe adopted unless approved by a two-third majority in 
a public meeting held for the purpose. The special feature of the Act 
is that no charge is to be made for the use of the library. It is 
interesting to note that although the Bill concerning this Act was 
introduced by a member of Parliament named William Ewartts yet the mov- 
ing figure behind it was a man Edward Edwards who was on the staff of 
the British Museum and was not satisfied with the so called Museum Act 
of 1845. He hada burning passion for the setting up of public libraries 
in Great Britain and wrote so insistently articles in the Quarterly 
Review that William Ewartts M. P. was greatly attracted and he took 
upon himself the task of introducing the Public Libraries Bill inthe 
Parliament and the result was that a Select Committee was appointed 
in 1847 to examine the whole matter and an Act was subsequently 
passed in the year 1850. 

The first Public Library in Great Britain was opened in Manchester 
in the year 1852 andthe famous writers like Thackeray, Lytton, Dickens 
and the great politician John Bright were present at the inaugration 
ceremony. By 1860 there were only 25 public libraries in that country 
but by 1925the number rose to 519 in urban areas and there were 77 
libraries under the county system. Now in 1950 nearly every town 
and district boasts of having atleast one public library and millions 
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of people avail themselves of these libraries which Carlyle called ‘the 
free Universities’’. 


Before 1850, libraries in Great Britain or in the Continent of Europe 
were either privately owned or were not, in the true sense, free. .In 
1850 that great popular educator Charles Knight said ‘‘with shame” 
that ‘in London there was not a single library where a poor man can walk 
in andobtain without purchase or without hire a single volume for his 
consolation”. Except the British Museum which was very easy of access, 
London was too rich in special libraries to be quick in developing public 
libraries even after the passing of the Act of 1850. 


Libraries in other parts of the world also exisited from early times. 
Monastic libraries called ‘‘carrells‘’ of monastries and chained libraries 
in churches were found in the Continent of Europe. The library 
founded by Ptolemy II ( 285-247B.C.) at Alexandria was one of the 
wonders of the world. Another library consisting of a collection of 
parchments was given to Cleopatra by the love-sick Antony in Rome 
and the Emperor Auguitus encouraged public libraries in as much 
as there were 28 libraries in the city of Rome in the 4th century. 
Inmedieval times libraries were found in the Universities and in monastic 
buildings. Free libraries were very rare and outside London and the 
university towns there was only one library—the Chatham Library at 
Manchester that was accessible to’ the general public. Aristotle and 
Plato had their own libraries which they used to keep underground 
in order to avoid the cupidity of the Kings. 


In ancient India we had great libraries at the Universities of Nalanda, 
Texila and Vikramsila. It is a hisorical fact thatthe great libraries of 
Nalanda University were housed in three grand buildings known as Ratna- 
Sagar, Ratnodadhi and Ratna-Ranjanka and of these Ratna-Sagar was of 
nine storeys and that Heun Tsang the Chinese Ambassador carries with him 
650 manuscripts from there. Vikramsila University had also good many 
librarics which were burnt simply to provide hot water for bathing 
the soldiers of Bakhtiyar Khilji in 1155 A. D. The ancientlibrary of 
the Raja of Tanjore still exists. It was started in 1600 A. D. and 
has nicely preserved the old collections. 


In India today we have not a single up-to-date open shelves public library 
worth the name except the Central Library of Baroda which ‘‘allows open 
access to the readers to getthere at will from stack to stack and browse 
among the books to their heart’s content”. The Central Library of 
Baroda has also advanced in the matter of organising a net-work of 
public libraries in each place having a primary school. In Bombay 
State by the creation of a department of libraries in 1946 the 
administration of public libraries has been regularised in most of the 
district and taluka towns of the State. Only these loeal libraries 
have been recognised and given grants by the Government which 
have agreed to throw open their doors for the free use of the public. 
Thus now twenty district libraries receive grant which amounts to 
Rs. 4,000/- maximum. The Madras State has also by the enactment 
of the Madras Public Libraries Act, 1949, made a tomprehensive 
scheme for the establishment of rural and urban public libraries in 
the State. It is provided by the Act thatevery district should maintain 
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a public library in the same way asit maintains the local elementary 
school, freely accessible to the inhabitants of the locality and that the 
State Government should allocate substantial rents for this purpose. 


When we compare the position of public libraries in Great Britain and 
other western countries with that obtaining in India as at present, we 
find ourselves a century behind in the matter of library legislation. 
So far the Union Government hasnot brought on its Statute Book a 
National Libraries Act to provide for the establishment of a National 
Central Library and the promotion and co-ordination of a comprehen- 
sive library service forthe States. Except the States of Bombay and 
Madras no other State in India hastaken effective steps to set up public 
libraries ineach district of the State. Considering thatthe Great Britain 
is holding the Cenetenary Celebrations of the Library Legislation this 
year, it is high time that our Union Government and the State 
Governments should realise the importance of public libraries as an 
instrument of education and removal of illiteracy of both the children 
and the adults and as a step-in-aid to their Social Education and 
Basic Education Schemes. The question of adequate finance can be 
met by imposing statutory obligation on local bodies to set up public 
libraries by levying of library cess for the purpose, as is done in Great 
Britain and other European countries where libraries are the function 
of local bodies, parish councils, municipalities and county councils, 
A new library law was enacted in Norway in the year 1949 which 
introduces obligatory public libraries in as much as every one of the 
700 municipalities of the country is compelled to support a pnblic 
library within its borders by appropriating a certain minimum annual 
amount fixed in the text of the Library Act. Similar provisions can be 
made for the purpose by enacting similar legislation for public libraries 
by each State in India. 


Last but not the least, copyright libraries are also required to be 
established in every State, for this will enable the scholars, research 
workers and owners of copyright to make the best use of all material 
printed in their regional language and other publications printed 
currently in each State which will be housed in such libraries as are 
appointed copyright libraries under the Indian Press and Registration 
of Books Act, 18, which material at present remains lying unused in 
records of Government offices. The State of Bombay has, however 
taken the lead in this direction by establishment of copyright libraries 
in Bomby, Ahmedabad, Poona and Dharwar, and the work of running 
these copyright libraries have been taken over respectively by the Bombay 
Branch of Royal Asiatic Society, the Gujrat Vidya-Pith, Ahmadabad 
and the Maharashtra Granthalya Committee, Poona. Since 1897, 
there exists in U.S.A. a Copyright Office under the Library of 
Congress which received all material printed in U.S.A. free of cost 
from the printers and publishers. The Library of Congress is also 
maintaining bibliographical services as an essential part of the 
mechanism for education, scientific and cultural advancement of the 
country. 


In India we have many subscription libraries which lend out books 
for home reading only two members who pay their subscriptions and 
also deposit large sums as security against the loan of books. No 
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doubt we in India have our National Library at Calcutta, but it is 
not like the National Central Library of Great Britain or the Library 
of Congress, Washington, so as to serve as an important source of the 
national bibliographical information and of the Union Catalogue of 
other public libraries in India. This Library was formerly known as 
the Imperial Library and was founded by the amalgamation in 1902 
ot the Calcutta Public Library with the then-Imperial which itself 
had been formed in 1891 by combining a number of departmental 
libraries. So far it has no arrangement for an_ international library 
service through which bvoks are lent to and borrowed from foreign 
libraries, nor has it been made a copyrihgt library by legislation to 
entitle it to receive a copy of every work published in India, Thus 
full facilities are not yet assured by this library to post-graduate 
students and research scholars from all over India and abroad. 
Hence the need for having a National Library Act enacted 
by the Parliament of India is greatly felt so as to provide for 
the setting up of a National Central Library in Delhi which should 
meet the requirements of readers and scholars from all parts of India 
and even from abroad and also to make ita central copyright library 
for the whole of India. 


As regards the State Legislation on public libraries, rhe underlying object 
is that the public library should essentially be a local service, freely 
developed by independent autonomous local authorities and improved 
by State grants etc. The public library asa democratic institution 
operated by the people for the people should be established and 
maintained under the clear authority of law, supported wholly or 
mainly from public funds, raised by levy of library cess by the local 
library authorities in the force of surcharge on the property tax or 
house tax, and be open for free use on equal terms toall members of 
the community, regardless of class creed or race. The public libraries 
thus established should link their activities with the work of other 
educational, cultural and social agencies such as schools, colleges, 
universities and social educational centres etc., and also co-operate with 
other libraries in the loan of books and library associations for the 
advancement of public librarianship. The library law should also 
stipulate that librarians should undergo well-defined professional 
course of training in a Library School administered or controlled by the 
State and that the salaries of the staff should also be determined by 
law so that they may be able to receive atleast the same salaries as the 
various grades of teachers in schools and colleges and also enjoy the 
same privileges. Itisonly then that a public library can become a 
“‘people’s university’ and a living force for popular education for the 
growth of international understanding and thereby for the promotion 
of peace in the world. 


It is suggested in the end that with a view to formulating a uniform in 
the matter of development of public libraries in this country, the 
Government of India should appoint a Public Library Commission to 
make a complete and comprehensive survey of all the existing public 
libraries in India and to report on the present position, as regards the 
standards, stock, premises, staff, finance and co-operation with proposals for 
further organizations under the Public Libraries Act proposed to be 
brought onthe Statute Books of each and Act proposed to be every 
State in India. The Government can profitably avail of the services 
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of such experts, by including them as members of this Commission, 
as have served and are serving in important public libraries in India, 
for instance, the Curator of Libraries, Bombay, the Librarian of the 
National Library Calcutta, the Librarian of the Public Library, Allahabad, 
the Librarian of the Connemara Public Library, Madras and the Editor, 
Indian Librarian, Simla, who are considered the pioneers of the Public 
Library Movement in India. 


SPEAKING OF LIBRARIES * * 


The National (Formerly Imperial) Library, Calcutta 


More than 120 years ago certain far-seeing citizens of Calcutta 
gathered together under the Presidentship of Sir J. P. Grant, a judge of 
the Supreme Court, Bengal, from 1833 to 1848, toform the Calcutta 
Public Library which was at first housed in the residence of Dr. F. P. 
Strong, then Assistant Surgeon, 24 Parganas. ‘Towards the middle of 
the last century it shifted to Writers’ Buildings and from there to 
Metcalfe Hall. ; 


The Library languished atthe Metcalfe Hall for a considerable period 
because of public apathy and would have suffered a worse fate had 
not Lord Curzon rescued it from that plight. Towards the beginning 
of the century Lord Curzon saw to it that the Calcutta Public Library 
was acquired by the Government of India so that its stock of books 
could be amalgamated with another corpus of books which was formed 
by an integration of the several departmental Libraries in Calcutta. 
These departmental libraries had inherited many riches from the 
Library of the East India College, Fort William ; and the library of 
the East India Board in London. It was around this valuable nucleus 
of about 1,00,000 volumes that Lord Curzon expected the future Imperial 
Library to grow. The new institution, according to his vision, was to 
be provided with Reading Rooms, public and private, as at the British 
Museum and Bodleian Libraries. 


‘It is intended”, he said, opening the Imperial Library on the afternoon 
of the 30th of January, 1902, ‘‘that it should be a Library of reference, 
a working place for students and repository of materials for the future 
historians of India, in which, as far as possible, every work written 
about India at any time can be seenand read.” The auspices of such 
imperial midwifery notwithstanding, the Pisgah sight that Curzon 
afforded his listeners that afternoon of the Library, as a power house 
of the mind, has yet, to be realised. The Council of the Library, 
however, keeps steadily in view the aims of its great founder. 


The Library was housed from 1902 to 1923 in the Metcalfe Hall, 
Calcutta, of which the foundation stone was laid by the Free Masons 
on the 26th of December, 1840. Bythe end of 1923, the Library was 
removed to the Foreign and Military Secretariat Buildings, 6, Esplanade 
East, Calcutta. During the last great war the Library was temporarily 
shifted to a hired building called ‘Jabakusum House’ at 34, Chittaranjan 
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Avenue, Calcutta. The work of retransfer of the Library from the said 
premises to its orginial premises at Esplanade was started in February, 
1948. But before the shifting could be completed, the question of re- 
shifting the Library from the Esplanade premises to the Belvedere 
Estate Alipore, was taken up. Ona final decision of the Government of 
India in the matter the shifting of the Library from the Esplanade premises 
to the Belvedere Estate which was started towards the end of 1949 has 
since been completed. While both the Reading Rooms and the Lending 
Section are still being maintained at the Esplanade premises, the Lending 
Section will be transferred to Belvedere as soon as possible. The 
Reading Rooms will, however, continue to be maintained there until 
such time as the Government of India may decide otherwise. The 
transfer of the Library to Belvedere, Alipore is due to want of 
accommodation for the books at the Esplanade premises. 


The Library is provided with Reading Rooms, public and private, where 
facilities are offered to students and researchers. Two registers for 
suggestions of books and complaints are maintained in the General 
Reading Room. 


The Library has two special Collections known as the BUHAR LIBRARY 
and SIR ASUTOSH MUKHOPADHYAY COLLECTION. These 
collections were received in the Library as presentations. 


The Buhar Library 

A collection of 950 Arabic and Persian manuscripts and one Turkish 
manuscript, and about one thousand five hundred printed books in 
Arabic, Persian and Urdu were presented to the Government of India, 
in 1904, by Maulvi Sayyid Sadr-ud-Din Ahmad-ul-Musavi, Zemindar 
of Buhar in the Burdwan District. The foundation of the collection was 
laid by Munshi Sayyid Sadr-ud-Din, Maulvi Sadr-ud-Din Ahmad-ul- 
Musavi’s great-grand father. This collection is known as the Buhar Library. 


Sir Asutosh Mukhopadhyay Collection 


The Library of late Sir Asutosh Mukhopadhyay which consists of a most 
valuable collection of books and publications was presented to this 
Library in 1949 by his sons. This collection contains about 80,000 
books and covers subjects so diverse as Literature, History, Philosophy 
Economics, Mathematics, Astronomy, Physics, Physiology, Anthropology, 
Lawand Art. This collection is known as Sir Asutosh Mukhopadhyay 
Collection. There is a separate staff ear-marked for the care of this 
collection. 


The Libary at present contains 1, 540 manuscripts and 5,30,558 printed 
books. 
6, 176 books have been added to the Library during 1948-49. 


13,490 persons have borrowed books from the Library during 1948-49 and 
19,666 readers came to the Reading Rooms. 


The British Museum Scheme is used for classification and printed card 
system is used for the catalogue. 


The Government of India spent nearly Rs. 3,15,800/- on the Library 
during the financial year 1949-50. 


Y. M. MULLAY, 
Deputy Librarian 
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The Jamshedji Nusserwanji Petit Public Library, Bombay 


About 1895 Bai Dinbai Nusserwanji Petit wanted to establish a Public 
Reading Room and Library for Bombay in memory of her son 
the late Mr. Jamshedji Nusserwanji Petit and was prepared to 
donate a sum of about Rupees two and a half lakhs for a building to 
be erected for the purpose, A Trust of four Trustees was formed. 
Mr. Rustomji B. Patel and Mr. Jeejeebhoy P. Mistry, two members 
of the Trust obtained the plot of land on which the present 
library building stands: Besides the princely gift of the building of 
the library costing about Rs, 2,50,000, several other very valuable 
gifts were made to the library by the members of the Petit 
family. 


By her magnificent gift of a stately building Bai Dinbal not only 
gave the library a home of its own, but also supplied in the 
building itself, a source of good income viz, the rent realised from 
the letting of the ground floor. The income from this source 
was at one time Rs. 24,000 per annum for a number of years. 
Thus the library owes its foundation and its affluent position 
entirely to the foresight and generosity of Bai Dinbai and _ other 
members of the Petit family so well renowned for its cosmopoltian 
charities. The Petits by their valuable gifts made the library 
entirely self-supporting. At no time in its history for the past 
45 years and upwards an appeal has ever been made for public 
support. This is noteworthy especially in view of the fact that a 
large majority of its members pay a nominal subscription of 
annas eight only per month. 


The arrangement of boaks on the shelves closely follows their own 
system of classification which is simple enough to be easily grasped 
by the newly enrolled members and at the same time capable of 
covering a very wide range of subjects in a broad but distinct 
manner. On an average, about 2,000 books are newly purchased 
and added to stock every year at a cost of eight to ten thousand 
rupees. Two up-to-date manuscript catalogues, one of subjects and 
other of authors and also several copies of printed catalogues are 
kept here on a large marble-topped table with a sitting accommo- 
dation for fourteen members to consult ond select books for issuing 
out for home reading. Here also are accommodated the issuing and 
receiving counters which are kept busy throughout the working hours. 


The General Reading Room which is perhaps the biggest in the 
whole of India is about 140 feet long, 50 feet wide and 22 feet 
high and has a well decorated ceiling. It has a seating accommo- 
dation for nearly 300 members with its exquisite design and fine 
ventilation, the newly adopted system of diffused lighting and the 
new and elegant furniture especially provided for it, leaves nothing to 
be desired. It is one of the best Reading Rooms in India and in it 
are placed over 450 different papers and periodicals arranged on 
fourteen large marble-topped tables and nine newspaper stands. In 
a side room on the north of the Reading Room are kept in two 
book racks some language Dictionaries, Directories, Volumes of 
ae Britannica and Year Books for ready reference by the 
readers. 
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The average attendance of readers is over 1,500 on ordinary days 
and over 2,800 on Saturdays and especially in the evening hours, 
the Read:ng Room is thronged with so many members that some 
of them find it difficult to get sitting accommodation. 

To suit the convenience of its large number of members, the Reading 
Room is kept open from 7 a.m. to 8-30 p.m. on all the 365 days of 
the year including Sundays and all Public Holidays. The Lending 
Section, the Study Room and the Librarian’s Office are open from 
9 a.m. to 6-30 p.m. except on Sundays and holidays and all through- 


out the staff are ready and eager to help the members in all their 
enquiries. 


The Central Library, Baroda 


The Central Library of Baroda is a free Public Library established 
in 1911 by the Government of Baroda State in the reign of the late 
Sir Sayajiro Gekwad III. Though in the beginning the scope of the 
library was limited, the successive efforts of the curators, during the 
course of time, devoted and brought the library into enlightenment 
with present stock of books 14,0782. 


The Library is giving liberal facilities to all sorts of readers and 
providing them with books and local and foreign magazines, periodicals, 
newspapers and various informative issues. It maintains special 
collections for ready references such as Keesings Weekly Publications, 
Home Affairs Survey, Encyclopedias, and Year Books and Directories. 
The Library also holds a very good stock of some rare Persian 


Manuscripts and rare volumes of Shakespeare’s comedies, tragedies 
and histories published in 1632. 


During the last year, the Library stocked 2651 books in English, 
Marathi, Gujrati, Hindi and Urdu and circulated 58772 books. Readers 
who applied for using reference sections were nearly hundred in 
number. There were number of querries through letters and personal 
consultations on the working of this library and for foriegn guidance. 
The Central Library uses its own system of classification compiled 
by Mr. Borden, the first Curator of this Library and maintains 
language wise author and _ shelf-list catalogues, The Library is 
comprised of Reference, Lending, Mahila and Children Sections 
with a spacious Reading Room. The readers of this Library are 
facilitated with open access system. 


The Public Library, Jaipur 


The Public Library, Jaipur is a free public library. {[t was founded 
by the !ate His Highness Maharaja Sawai Ram Singhji of Jaipur in 
1866. The Library is situated in the heart of the City on the Man 
Singh High Way, opposite Tripoliya Gate. The stock consists of 
455 Manuscripts, 38,610 printed books (Adult Section 33,406, Child- 
ern Section 5,204). The library is classified on Dewey Decimal System. 


The Catalogue is on Cards. Total circulation and consultation during 
the year was 57,430. 


The Indore General Library, Indore 


The Library claims to be the oldest Public Institution in Madhya 
Bharat. Itwas founded inthe year 1854, under the direct and gracious 
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patronage of Maharaja and is housed in its own buildings which is 
situated in the heart of the City. Although it had to pass through 
many vicissitudes, its steady progress and present status is largely due 
to the kind and liberal patronage of the successive illustrious Rulers 
of the Holkar Dynasty, the sympathetic support of the officials of the 
Government and the generous response from the Public. 

The Library conducts a free circulating Library for women at six different 
centres in the City. 


There are today about 23,000 volumes on the shelves of the Library of 
which 7,500 are in English, 7,000 in Hindi, 7,000 in Marathi and the 
rest in Gujrati, Bengali, Sanskrit and Urdu etc. New additions are 
kept in the Main Reading Room for notice of visitors and readers. 


Other Public Libraries inthe City which are serving the Public are: 
(1) Shri Jangra Porwar Sarvjanik Vachanalaya Evan Granthalaya. (2) Shri 
Vijayishwar Mahadev Sarvjanik Vachanlaya Evan Granthalaya. (3) Shri 
Rajendra Pustakalaya Evan Vachanlaya. (4) Shri Gujarati Hilvardhak 
Mandal. (5) Maharashtrya Sahitya Sabha. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Library Legislation © 

Sir,—The promotion of library service and the maintenance of a public 
library grid have now become an essential function of Governments in 
developed countries. But there is still apathy in India in recognizing 
library service as a function of the Government. Our present position 
is similar to the one in which Britain was about a century ago. Britain 


is celebrating the Centenary of her first Library Act this year. It is also the 
150th year of America’s Library of Congress. Thus, 1950, becomes a 
memorable year in the history of library progress. It could become 
an eventful year for India if she launches her library programme now. 
To achieve the object in view, the Union Government should have 
on its Statute Book a Union Library Act which will provide for the 
establishment and maintenance ofa National Central Library and the 
promotion and co-ordination of a comprehensive library service for 
the country. There is even a greater urgency for enacting Library 
Legislation in the constituent Statesinthe event of any delay in taking 
up this step on the part of the Union Government. 


The Governmant of Madras isthe first and foremost State in putting 
a Library Act onits Statute Book. Now that a draft Library Bill has 
been submitted tothe various other States bythe Indian Library Asso- 
ciation on the basis of the resolution passed at the Nagpur sessionof 
the All-India Library Conference (1949), it is hoped that the Governments 
of the Union and the States will pass the Library Bill as early as 
possible. 


It is now high timethat the citizens of India should enjoy free library 
service under compulsory library laws. The Indian Library Association 
makes a sincere apeal to the Union and the State Governments to 
give immediate effect to Library Legislation. This will ultimately 
provide to every serious reader any bookthrough the National Central 
Library in Delhi.—Yours, etc., 


H. K. VYAS, 


Member, Council of the Indian Library Association. 
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Book Festival at Simla . 
A proposal to hold a Cultural Festival at Simla and aChildrrn Fair 
in the first week of October, 1950, was adopted by the Executive 
Committee of the Panjab Library Association in their meeting held 
recently in the Municipal Central Public Library, Simla. In that 
Festival besides exhibiting the literature of the cultural life of India, 
especially of the State of Punjab, the comparative literature of other 
countries of the East and the West will also be displayed. Arrangements 
to exhibit by films the art of printing and publication of books, the 
working of outstanding libraries in the West will also be made. The 
Association will exhibit the latest library literature, gadgets, library 
equipment and microfilm and micro-card equipment. Inter-school 
and Inter-college students’ reading and recitation competition will 
also be held on that occasion. 


A Modern Bookshop, in which visitors do not have to buy, will be 
designed for the convenience and information of book-lovers who like 
to browse, or to obtain expert guidance on home-library or reading 
problems. Books will be authoritatively selected and classified by 
subjects to the end that a reader with specific interest will find his 
particular shelf a helpful bibliography. 


A special information desk will be provided to answer any queries. 
Visitors may place orders as they wish, but these will be cleared 
through outside book-sellers for delivery later. 


The facilities, service rendered by the libraries, rules and regulations, 
systems of classification, and cataloguing of different libraries will 
also be explained or displayed in the Festival. 


The eminent writers and men of letters will give daily talks on 
various topics concerning the book problem in the Festival days. 


The Publishers, book-sellers, Collectors, Professors and Librarians 
wishing to participate in the aforesaid Festival should communicate 
with and send suggestions to the Editor, The Indian Librarian. 


Hand-Written Copy of Indian Constitution 

The first handwritten copy of the Indian Constitution has now been 
completed by Mr. Prem Behari Narain Raizada, a calligraphist from 
Rampur. 


Mr. Raizada took five months and used 36 dozen nibs to write the 
251 pages of the calligraphed copy. The entire constitution has been 
written 17x22 inchcs parchment sheets. Each sheet has a_ beautiful 
border of golden “Illuminations” done by artists at Santiniketan. 
The parchment sheets are supposed to last for over 1,000 years. 
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Mr. Raizada, whose hobby is calligraphy, undertook the job at the 
request of the Constituent Assembly last November. 


Pilot Public Library, Delhi 

The Government of India will shortly set up a pilot public library 
service at acost of Rs. One Lakh non-recurring and Rs. 50,000 
recurring to promote social education. 


The project will be run with the help of technical personnell lent 
by Unesco and will form an integral part of India’s literacy campaign. 
The library will have many simple books on health, science and 
international understanding, as well as periodicals, pamphlets and 
pictures for children. 


Technical Library, Lucknow 


Lucknow (U.P.) will soon have a unique technical library, the like 
of which does not exist, it is said, anywhere else in_ India. 
The library, which will be housed in the Municipal Board Building, 
will have books and journals on engineering, building, chemistry, 
agriculture, transport, printing and other technical subjects. One of 
the aims is to popularize trade journals among Government departments, 


firms and the public. 


Bibliographical Conference in Paris 


A conference on the improvement of bibliographical services is to 
be held at UNESCO House, Paris, next November. Members of 
national working groups established as part of the UNESCO biblio- 
graphical survey, will attend from over 40 countries. Together they 
will discuss the report issued by UNESCO in collaboration with the 
Library of Congress—‘‘Bibliographical Services—Their Present State 
and Possibilities of Improvement’’. 


This report, widely distributed last March, proved the signal for 
cuncerted action in relation to all the problems which lead to incomplete 


indexes, abstracts and bibliographical publications. 


The UNESCO/Library of Congress Survey was to have been the basis of 
discussions at an International Congress of Librarianship and Bibliography 
planned by the Internatlonal Federation of Library Associations 
to take place in the United States next October. 


The Congress was cancelled, however, in the face of economic 
difficulties, and it is to replace it that UNESCO decided to hold 


the special discussions in Paris next November. 

¢ 
Conference on Bibliographic Organization (University of Chicago) 
The Fifteenth Annual Conference (formerly Institute) of the Graduate 
Library School of The University of Chicago will be held from 
July 24-29 on the subject of ‘Bibliographic Organization’’. 
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The acceleration of publications in all fields has made it increasingly 
difficult for the librarian to meet the needs ot scholar, technician, 
and general public. Better means of quick and accurate access to 
printed records of all kinds are needed. The conference will attempt 
to clarify current thought on the problems of bibliographical organi- 
zation, which have recently received the attention of many agencies— - 
public and private, national and international. Three major aspects 
will be considered: (1) the historical and philosophical background 
dealing with the functions, methods, and organization of bibliographical 
services ; (2) current developments in both thinking and practice ; 
(3) future trends in the field. 


Already there is some evidence to support the belief that new techniques 
may render obsolete traditional library practices and tools. Although 
the functions of reference workers, classifiers and catalogers will be 
most immediately affected, in the long run the net effect should be 
improved accessibility of library materials for the general public. 
Because the librarian is in the best position to observe the total 
flow of graphic communication and to analyze the relation between 
reader and reading materials, he can make further contributions to 
the development of the methods and organization of bibliographical 
services. 


The topics to be covered during the Conference will include the 
special functions of bibliographic devices; the historical development 
of new types as literature changes and grows; the adequacy of exist- 
ing services in the various subject fields, with special attention to 
specific problems ina few selected areas; the role of classification in 
the newer types bibliographic devices; and the development of elec- 
tronic and other machines, with their possible uses. 


Because of the importance of this subject for future library planning 
and development, the program should be of interest to library adminis- 
trators, to subject and functional department heads and assistants, 
and to special librarians, as well as to those engaged in research in 
the various subject fields. 


A leaflet describing the detailed programme of the Conference will be 
available upon request in the Springof 1950. For further informa- 
tion address the Dean of the Graduate Library School, University of 
Chicago. 


200 Rare Arabic Manuscripts “Preserved’’ by Arab League 


More than 200 rare and original Arabic manuscripts, dating back 
to 1,000 years and dealing with Islamic sociology, theology, philosophy 
medicine, history and literature, have been ‘‘preserved’”’ by the Cultural 
Directorate of the Arab League and will now be available to students 
of Islamic studies in any part of the world. 


The manuscripts, which were kept in 43 libraries of Istanbul in 
Turkey, were ‘photographed’? by the Cultural Directorate and were 
flown to Cairo this month. It took nearly eight months to complete 
the task. 
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Early this year, the Cultural Directorate decided to take facsimilies 
of the manuscripts, which are regarded of unique importance for 
Islamic studies. and sent a mission of five highly technical persons 
to undertake the work. The mission consisted of a leader, two 
photographers and two scholars, who had knowledge of various 
manuscripts. 


Immediately on their arrival in Istanbul in the middle of last January, 
they got busy in locating the various manuscripts. The Turkish 
Government gave them all possible assistance. The mission 
had to work several hours a day to complete ‘the tough 
job.” 


The real task, a member of the mission said, began when thcy had 
located the manuscripts and started making files of them. Some of 
the manuscripts were very old and, in spite of the excellent care 
in the Rus (Turkish) libraries, were badly decaying, and it was a 
hard task to make films of such manuscripts, They had to be very 
cautious and slow and that is why it took them eight months to 
complete their assignment. 


Having prepared the films, they returned to Cairo, but their work 
did not end. They developed the films and prepared their catalogues. 
The catalogues are in three languages, English, French and Arabic, 
and have been sent to libraries all over the world. Those who are 
interestad in any of these can now ask: the Cultural Directorate for 
the loan of the film of a manuscript, which can be magnfied on a 
special apparatus. 


U.S. Expedition Microfilming old Christian Manuscripts in Egypt 


One of the. largest microfilming tasks ever undertaken is now under 
way at St. Catherine’s Monastery, Mt. Sinai, in Egypt, where manu- 
scripts from the oldest known Christian monastery are being photo- 
graphed by an American expedition. 


The dramatic story of the work is related by Ralph Chapman, New York 
Herald Tribune correspondent, who accompanied the expedition to the 
1,600—year—old Greek Orthodox monastery, high in the mountains of 
southern Sinai. 


Work on the project was begun late in January. It is being sponsored 
by the United States Library of Congress in co-operation with the 
American Foundation for the Study of Man. Members of the staff 
of Farouk University are collaborating in the work. 


Dr. Kenneth W. Clark, of Duke University in the United States, 
who is in charge of the Greek volumes which form the bulk of the 
manuscript collection, expects the project will take from four to five 
months to complete. 


Complete sets of the nagatives will be available at the Library of 
Congress in Washington and at Farouk University in Alexandria for 
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study by scholars who have been previously unable to use the 
material because of the inaccessibility of the monastery. The work 
is of special interest to an international commission, of which Clark 
is a member, engaged in preparing new critical material for the 


Greek New Testament. 


Chapman, in one of his articles on the expedition, describes the 
difficulties the party had in transporting equipment and supplies to 
the mountain retreat. Remoteness of the monastery, says Chapman, 
is one reason the more than 2,000,000 pages of manuscripts have 


never been generally studied. 


Reviewing the history of the parchments, Chapman says no one knows 
just when the monastery library was begun, but it is probable that 
the manuscripts were collected at St. Catherine’s from the earliest 
days. Fragmentary works dating back to the fifth century have been 


catalogued and there may be older ones. 


“In an expedition of this sort”, ‘‘Chapman quotes Clark, ‘there is 
always the possibility of new discoveries, but whether or not such a 
possibility is realized, we are assured of an immense body of known 


material of great value’’. 


The manuscripts with which the expedition is primarily concerned 
number about 3,000. Of these, about three-quarters are in Greek. 
Father Andronicus, of Cairo, has catalogued 2,254, but the catalogue 
has never been published. The remainder are in a number of 
different languages with the largest section after Greek being Syriac, 
of which there are 475. Smaller divisions include Arabic, Georgian, 


Armenian, Coptic and Ethiopic. 


Prof. Gerard Garitte, Professor of Classical Philology at the University 
of Louvain, Belgium, joined the expedition in February to take charge 
of the Georgian, Coptic, Armenian and Syriac manuscripts. In charge 
of the Arabic manuscripts, as well as the microfilming of some 2,000 
firmans or scrolls, is Dr. Aziz S. Atiya, of Farouk University. 


In addition to these manuscripts, the group is taking still photographs 
of about 2,000 miniatures with which many of the Greek manuscripts 


are illustrated. 


Assisting Clark in preparing the descriptions of each manuscript as a 
guide to the microfilms is Howard C. Kee, graduate student of 
Yale University, now spending a year in the Middle East on a 


fellowship. 


All photographic work is being directed by Wallace Wade, of the 
Library of Congress staff. 


The U.S. Public Library Inquiry 

Two years ago, stimulated by the evident alteration in the original 
concept of the institution of the free public library due to recent 
development of commercial machinery for the production and 
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distribution of information and ideas, the American Library Associa- 
tion suggested that an inquiry be made into the basic issues and 
problems facing the public library today. A grant of $2000,000 was 
made available by the Carnegie Corporation of New York to the 
Social Sciences Research Council for the project, and the Public 
Library Inquiry was carried out under the direction of Dr. Robert 
D. Leigh, political scientist and former President of Bennington 
College. 


The reports, based on investigations of library services and problems 
in sixty communities ranging from metropolitan centres to rural 
villages, deal with the important questions of the nature of library 
users and the extent of use ; the waysin which libraries are governed 
and controlled ; the role of government and international organizations 
in the publication and distribution of material ; the book publishing 
industry ; the production and distribution of the adult educational 
film ; the shortage of libray personnel and the training of librarians. 
The general report, written by Dr. Leigh, isa critical evaluation 
and summing up of the total findings. The investigations were carried 
out by a staff which included a_ socialogist, a psychologist, 
an economist, a historian, an industrial engineer and two political 
scientists. 


The seven volumes comprising the survey, all published by the 
Columbia University Press, 2960 Broadway, New York 27, N.Y., 


U.S.A. are given below: 


The Public Library in the United States, by Robert D. Liegh. 


The Library’s Public, by Bernard Berelson. 

The Public Librarian, by Alice I. Bryan. 

The Public Library in the political process, by Oliver Garceau. 
Government publications for the citizen, by James L. McCamy. 
The book Industry, by William Miller 

The Information Film, by Gloria Waldron. 


Public Libraries Aid Authors 


On March 30th, 1946, the Danish Rigsdag passed an amendment to the 
Public Library Act granting Danish authors ‘compensation for the 
circulation of their books through the public libraries”. For this 
purpose the state contributes ayearly sum corresponding to 5% of 
its subsidy to the public libraries. Fer the fiscal year of 1949-50 
the amount will be in the region of 195,000 Danish crowns. No royalties 
are paid for circulation from the state libraries--the Royal Library, 
the University Library of Copenhagen, and the State Library of 
Aarhus. 


A similar law enacted in Norway, stipulars that in every budget year 
up to 5% from the Government subsidy to public and school libraries 
is to be subtracted for a royalty fund to Norwegian authors. The Storting 
decides the percentage to be used. Rental libraries, that lend, out 
books on amonetary basis oron membership subscription, must pay an 
annual fee tothis fund, consisting of up to 5% of the total yearly 
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book-purchase fund, to be decided by the Storting. (Bulletin for 
Libraries, Unesco ). 


Tagore’s Letters toM. Romain Rolland 


Madame Romain Rolland has sent to ‘‘Rabindra Bhawan”’ a micro film 
copies of Rabindranath!s letters to M. Romain Rolland, with the help of 
a micro film reader. These letters are being typed—copied and will soon 
appear in print. 


Earlier ‘‘Rabindra Bhawan” sent micro film copies of M. Romain Rolland’s 
letters to Gurudeva to the association ‘‘Des Amis de Romain Rolland” 
at the request of Madame Rolland, Monsieur Kallinen, Head of the 
Education Department of the Cooperative Central Unionin Finland, who 
came last December as delegate to the World Pacifist Conference has 
sent eight volumes of Finnish translations of Rabindranath’s Works as 
a gift to ‘‘Rabindra Bhawan’’. 


United Nations Documents Index 

The United Nations Documents Index is intended to list and index by 
subject all of the documents and publications of the United Nations 
and of the Specialized Agencies received by the United Nations Library, 
except restricted (confidential ) materials and internal papers. 


It will be for the use of Delegations, the Secretariat, research 
institutions. libraries, and all others who make use of the United Nations 
and Specialized Agencies documents. 


Each issue will contain: 1. Introductory material concerning distribution, 
sales and other pertinent items. 2. A list of documents and publications 
of the United Nations arranged by symbol, followed by lists for 
each of the Specialized Agencies. 3. A subject index in one alphabet 
referring to all of these documents. The subject index will be cumulated 
annually. 


The publication will be reproduced by photo off-set with a printed 
cover, and will be 8-1/2’’x11” in size. It is estimated that each 
issue will run somewhere between 75 and 100 pages. The annual 
subscription will be $7.50, post free. Payments may be made in other 
national curriencies. Subscriptions may be placed through regular sales 
agents for United Nations Publications. 


Aslib’s New Director 


Mr. Leslie Wilson, who is the graduate of the Cambridge University 
is now the New Director of Aslib. He is the Foreign Editor of the 
Times Educational Supplement since 1946 and a Member of the Council 
of the Modern Language Association. Mr. Wilson is the editor of 
Modern Languages. 


Unseco for Periodical Reproduction 


Unesco was instructed by the Third Session of the General Conference 
held in 1948 to devise a means for the reproduction of out-of-print 
periodicals. A small number of Periodicals in the fields of higher 


22 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 





rn. @&® & wo, 


ee ee. oe ee ee 


-~ gma bet 


— sms «@ & ee lee e]hU0UClCO 


* 





EVENTS AND PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 


studies and advanced technology was selected and enquiries were made 
of their publishers whether they were out-of-print. 


For the present, attention will be directed to the reproduction of 
out-of-print issues of the following periodicals : Nature, Architectural 
review, The Economist, Revue generale des sciences pures et appliquees, 
Journal of experimental medicine, Journal of biological chemistry, Review 
of economic statistics. All these publications are in demand from libraries 
throughout the world and all of them have issues from 1939 to 1945 
and some preceding years, out-of-print. Suitable methods will be 
employed to reproduce the number of copies required to meet the 
demand for subscriptions. 


Libraries concerned to secure out-of-print issues of the above 
publications should write direct to the Libraries Division of Unesco, 
stating exactly which issues they need. At least 100 subscriptions 
must be received before any individual issue can be reproduced by 
photo-lithography. It is estimated that the demand will be sufficient 
to permit the use of photo-lithography only for out-of-print issues 
from 1939 to 1945. The price of each issue will be the same as 
originally set by the publisher. Issues out-of-print prior to 1939 
will be considered for microfilming rather than for photo-lithography. 


Payment for reproduced issues may be made with Unesco Book 
Coupons in those countries to which the Book Coupons have been 
made available. 


Library Science Abstracts 


An important gap of an abstracting service for the profession of 
librarianship has now been filled by the Library Association by 
publishing a quarterly entitled Library Science Abstracts. The purpose 
of the quarterly is two fold first, as with all abstracting service, 
to present aconspectus of current activity and thought in the field 
of interest, much of which would otherwise remain unknown to the 
majority ; secondly, by this means, to enable every member of our 
very varied profession to feel closely linked with all branches of the 
profession both in the country and throughout the world. 


The first issue which we have received is for January-March, 1950. 
The abstracts are arranged under the following headings :— 


Library Services: general surveys ; Co-operation: National and Govern- 
mental Libraries ; University Libraries ; Special Libraries ; Information 
Services ; Public Libraries ; Work with Children ; Hospital Libraries ; 
Cataloguing, Classification, Indexing ; Professional Education; Reproduction 
Processes; The Art of the Book ; Bibliograyhy and _ Bibliographies ; 
Authors, Publishers and Readers. 


The new service, edited by Dr. Murieland Mr. R. N. Lock, eomprises 
four quarterly issues with an annual index and will cocer at present 
to over fifty professional journals, Indian, British and American, 
literary and educational, information bulletins, the Microcard Bulletin 
trade, e.g. electrical, architectural and building and so on. The 
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editors will be pleased to consider any periodicals sent them for 
inclusion. 


It is anticipated that the Abstracts will be of service to the librarians 
in all parts of the world. The subscription, including index is 15sh. 
per annum. 


Directory of Photograhpic Service Points in Southern Africa 


This valuable publication is the outcome of an enquiry conducted 
in September, 1949, by the University of Cape Town Libraries’ Photo- 
graphic Department into Photographic Reproduction Services in 
Southern Africa..The aim of the enquiry was to find out who was 
offering photographic services not only to their own institutions but 
also who was willing and equipped to extend such services to 
others. 


The enquiry covered libraries, archives, museums, and art galleries 
in Southern Africa. (Cape Town: University oi Cape Town Libraries. 
1949. 20pp. 2sh.) 


1949-50 International Trade Directory 


A copy of the International Trade Directory has been recently 
received at our Office. Edited by Mr. G. R.S. Rao, with a Foreword 
by Mr. K. C. Neogy, Ex. Commerce Minister, Government of India, 
the Directory includes world addresses of merchants, manufactures‘ 
industrialists, shippers, etc., reviews of reputed industrial establishments 
and commercial houses and gives authentic spotlight on all current 
affairs pertaining to Governments and Institutions, etc., of the various 
countries of the world. {The publication, therefore, constitutes a 
comprehensive volume, which is to consult and is available to all 
those who know the English language. Because of its up-to-date 
composition and the documentation offered to its readers, it remains 
as one of the most outstanding trade directories ever published in 
India. (Bombay 6: Industrial Development Corporation, 56, Ridge 
Road, Malabar Hill. 1949. 1200pp. Rs. 25/-). 


The Sesquicentennial of the Library of Congress 


The 150th anniversary of the establishemnt of the Library of Congress 
was opened on the afternoon of April 24, with a Sesquicentennial 
Exhibition in the Great Central Hall of the Library. 


The Librarian, the Chief Assistant Librarian, the Assistant Librarian, 
Directors of Departments, and the President of the Welfare and 
Recreation Association received guests. 


Refreshments were served by the Cooking Club of the Association 
in the Whittall Pavilion, and in the Northwest Courtyard. Music 
was provided by the Air Force Symphony Orchestra. 


The Exhibition will remain opened in the Ground Eloor Gallery 
until the end of this year and will be supplemented from June on by 
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a commemorative display of “The Treasures of the Library of 
Congress’ while an exhibition of early books from the Library, 
chiefly from Thomas Jefferson’s Library, occupies the Rare Book Room 
including the only two books from the original Library which 
survived the burning of the Capital in I814. 


Among the documents found in the exhibit cases is the order of 
Congress of April 14, 1800, creating the Library, and appropriating 
$5,000 to purchase books to be housed in ‘‘a suitable apartment”. The 
first shipment of books came from London ina Baltimore packet in 
eleven trunks and one case. Of particular interest is the original 
letter from Jefferson, then retired to Monticello, offering his entire 
library to replace the collections burned by the British. Also Jefferson’s 
plan of classification, adopted from Sir Francis Bacon, consisting of 
three categories and 44 chapters ; a schedule of fines for books kept 
overtime, for folios $3aday, quartos $2, octavos $1 ; a payroll of 1861 
shows a librarian, two assistants and a messenger ; the librarian got $160 
a quarter, the messenger $120. 


Early descriptions of the library include of Mrs. Trollope and Charles 
Dickens. 


The exhibits provide agraphic picture of the progress of the Library of 
Congress to its present firm place as a national institution. 


On. this. special occasion..Dr,.kuther:Harris Evans, Librarian of Congress 
 * geceived- the following’ letter dated April 13 1950 from 


President, Harry .S. Truman. 
Dear Dr. Evans : 


The passage of the first one hundered and fifty years of the 
Library of Congress, to be marked on April twenty-fourth, deserves 
the grateful attention of the American people and their government. 
It deserves this grateful attention because the history of the Library 
exemplifies the histury of our American institutions ; it is tangible 
evidence, not of endurance only, but of the strength, the energy, and 
the capacity for growth which our institutions have demonstrated so 
well. 


A steadfast servant of the Congress, the Library’s treasures of 
knowledge have been brought to bear in the shaping of the laws 
which govern the whole people and have great influence upon the 
world. With a spirit of service the Library has provided resources 
of study for Executive agencies, and has thrown open its doors to 
scholars from every land, thus aiding in generous measure in the 
essential work of extending the boundaries of knowledge and new 
learning for the benefit of the whole of mankind. A partner of all 
libraries of whatever dimension and whatever kind, it has shared with 
them its experience, its skills, and its products. With them, it has 
been an affirmation of the power of enlightnment. It has stoutly 
defended the freedom of the mind, and the right of the quiet voice 
of truth to be heard. 


Neither the Library’s collections, which numerically may exceed 
the collections of other repositories, nor its services, which some 
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believe unparalleled, could ever have been fashioned without the 
power of the principle of free inquiry and the support of that principle 
by the people and the Congress. Once a few wagons transported 
the Library of Congress from Monticello to a burned out Capitol. 
Remembering this I am confident that the spirit of Thomas Jefferson 
joins with me in congratulating the American people upon their Library’s 
sesquicentennial. 


The Library of Congress 

The library of Congress in Washington, D.C., was established on April 
24, 1800; its first collection was destroyed by fire during the 
invasion of Washington ( by British troops ) in 1814 ; it was immediately 
re-established, on a larger scale, through the purchase of the 
Library of President, Thomas Jefferson. Until 1897 it was housed in the 
United States Capital ; in that year it occupied its present Main 
Building (one of the largest buildings exclusively designed for library 
purposes), and in [939 it acquired a second building with an even 
greater expance of book-stack and working space than the first. 
It is now believed to be the largest library in the world. Exclusive 
of 2,274,497 unbound new papers and parts of periodicals and 
serials awaiting binding, its collections contained as of June 30, 1949, 
an estimated total of 27,560,873 pieces. These included 8,689,639 
volumes and pamphlets, 128,055 bound newspapers volumes, 11,320,000 
manuscripts (pieces), 1,928,574 maps and _ views, 76,609 reels 
and strips of microfilm, 81,278 reels of motion pictures, 1,819,609 
volumes and pieces of music, 305,848 phonograph records, 1,963,231 
photographic negatives, prints and slides, 579,298 fine prints, 


and 668,732 broadsides, photostats, posters and miscellaneous items. 


The collection of Indica is outstanding in the United States. Recent 
acquisitions from India have made the Library the only depository 
in the United States of good collections of modern literature of 
India in the major languages. An Indic Section answers Government, 
scholarly, and general inquiries on all matters relating to Indic 
culture and life and maintains exchange relations with major Institutions 
in India. 


The Library’s technical services play an important part in the 
library economy of the United States. Through the sale of its 
printed catalogue cards and through its L.C. Cumulative Catalogue it 
makes available the results of its cataloguing operations which in 
turn depend upon the Library Congress Classification and Subject 
Headings. 


Pilot Public Library, Delhi 


Mr. D.R. Kalia, M.A., LL.B., D.L.Sc., formerly Librarian of The 
Central Institute of Education, Delhi, has been appointed as the 
first Director, Pilot Public Library, Delhi. After studying the various 
methods of Libraries in Europe. United Kingdom and the U.S.A. 
Mr. Kalia will take charge of the Library in March 1951. 


Mr. Kalia has left India on July 15th for Malmo, Sweden. He 
will be the leader of Indian Delegation to Unesco (Seminar) on the 
role of Libraries in Adult Education to be held from July 24th to 
August 19th 1950. 
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Public Libraries Centenary, 1850-1950 
The Annual Conference of The Library Association which is to be 
a special one this year to commemorate thc centenary of the first 
Public Libraries Aet (1850) will be held in London trom the 18th 
to the 22nd September, 1950, under the Presidency of His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. 


Special Centenary Exhibition] 


The London aud Home Counties Branch and the Association of 
Metropolitan Chief Librarians are jointly organizing a special Centenary 
Exhibition to be held at the National Book League, 7 Albemarle 
Street, W. 1, from the 5th to the 30th of September. The object of 
the exhibition is to illustrate as far as possible the various functions 
of a modern public library service. It will include a children’s 
corner, an information centre, an_ historical section, a display 
representing a month’s intake of new books, a_ microfilm reader 
demonstrated with a microfilm copy of The Times and sections on 
hospital librarigs, prisons, and services to the aged, infirm and bed-ridden. 
There will bé also a special section exhibiting book rarities, showing 
examples of fine printing from presses such as "‘Kelmscott’’. the 
“Golden Cockerel’’, etc. The exhibition will be staffed by members 
of the staff of forty London libraries and the information centre will 
be “live’’. Any information required by visitors to the exhibition will 
be answered by the staff on duty. It is expected the exhibition will 
be open from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday to Saturday, with a small 
admission charge and that a guide will be available on sale. 


100 Years of Library Service 


The booklet, A Century cf Public Library Service, issued at the end 
of last year by the Association in connection with the 100th anniversary 
of the passing of the public Libraries Act, has appeared in a completely 
revised and expanded form which will appeal to all the librarians and 
general readers. The booklet contains high standards achieved 
by some libraries, and how far others have to go. It appeals to all 
librarians to re-examine their library’s methods, facilities and 
obligations. 


The Liverpool Public Libraries have issued a well illustrated and 
beautifully produced 40-page booklet entitled Liverpool Public Libraries 
Centenary 1850-1950 to mark the Centenary of the Act and also 
the centenary of the appointment of the first Public Libraries Committee 
in Liverpool. 


The Liverpool Public Libraries owe much to donors who helped to 
secure for Liverpool one of the finest public library system in the 
world. Sir William Brown, in 1860, donated the central lending 
library and its basic collection. Thanks to the foresight of the architects 
the Brown Library served as a nucleus around which the other Central 
Libraries could be built. An adequate system of branch libraries for 
Liverpool was ensured by Andrew Carnegie’s gift of six branch 
libraries at a time when limitations on the library rate prohibited a 
building programme from tax funds. Present plans call for the addition 
of eight new branches to the present total of twenty-four, so that no 
borrower will be more than a mile away from the nearest branch library. 
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THE TECHNICAL PRESS Ltd. 


JUST READY 


THE TECHNICAL ASPECT OF THE DESIGN OF ROADS 


The purpose of this work is to bring together in one volume contemporary ideas 
and developments for the advancement of road science. By STEWART 5S. 
CHAMPION, B.Sc, A. M.1.C.E. 256 pages. Profusely illustrated with Diagrams, 
Charts and Tables. Demy 8vo. Cloth. Net 30s. 


THE HORTICULTURAL NOTE-BOOK 


A manual of practical rules, data and tables, for the use of Stadents Nurserymen 
and others interested in Flower, Fruit and Vegetable Culture. By. J.C. NEWSHAM, 
F. R.H.S. Fourth Edition revised by W. E. SHEWELL-COOPER, M.B.E., N.D.H., 
F. L.S., F. R.S.A., etc. 438 pages including over 100 illustrations. sie BF aye 

et 10s. 6d. 


ALPHABETS FOR SIGNWRITERS, ARTISTS, AND ILLUMINATORS 


Plain and Ornamental. Collected and engraved by F. DELAMOTTE and J. A. 
AINSLIE. Twentieth Edition enlarged. 72 pages. Royal 8vo oblong. Cloth. 


Net 6s. 
THE SCIENCE OF TURF CULTIVATION 


A thorough and scientific work on the most up-to-date methods of producing perfect 
grass for Lawns, Sports, Grounds, Parks, Golf Courses, Bowling Greens, etc. With 
information on ridding the soil of insect pests and weeds. By R. P. FAULKNER. 
104 pages. Profusely illustrated with photographs and photomicrographs. Demy 
8vo. Cloth. Net 7s. 6d. 


PATTERN MAKING FOR ENGINEERS 

Embracing the Main Types of Engineering Construction. By J. G. HORNER, 
A.M.I.M.E. Eighth Edition. Enlarged by P. GATES. 400 pages. Over 600 
illustrations. Demy 8vo. Net 18s. 
THE REFRIGERATION AND ICE MAKING POCKET BOOK 


By A. J. WALLIS-TAYLER, A.M.INST., C.E., Author of Refrigeration and 
Ice-making Machinery, etc. 256 pages. Crown 8vo. Cloth. Ninth Edition. 
Enlarged by GEOFFREY GERARD, F.R.S.E., A.M. I. E. E. Net. 9s. 


RECENTLY PUBLISHED 
COLD CATHODE FLUORESCENT LIGHTING 


A thorough and Practical exposition of a subject of vital importance to industry. By 
H.A. MILLER, A.M.LE. E. With Chapters on Discharge Phenomena—Manufacture— 
Operatian—Auxiliary Equipment—Cold Cathode Lamps—Lighting Installations— 
Sign and Display Lighting. 144 pages. Profusely Illustrated. Demy 8vo. Cloth. 


Net 10s. 6d. 
TENONING, MORTISING AND BORING 
The second volume in the new series “Principles of Machine Wood Working.” 
By A. H. HAYCOCK. author of ‘Sawing and Planing.” 148 pages. Pro- 
fusely illustrated with Diagrams and Photographs. Demy 8vo. Cloth. Net 10s. 6d. 


CLOCKMAKING : PAST AND PRESENT 

By the Late G. F. C. GORDON, M.A., A.M.I.C.E. Second Edition. Enlarged 
by A.V. MAY, 256 pages. Profusely illustrated by Diagrams and with 35 Plates 
of Long Case, Bracket, and other Clocks, Dials. Hands, etc. Demy 8vo. Cloth. 


Net 17s. 6d. 
THE GEOLOGY OF WATER SUPPLY , 


Including the Principles and their application to Water Supply Problems. By SIR 
CYRIL S. FOX, D.Sc., F. G. S. 230 pages. Profusely illustrated by Diagrams and 
Photographs. Royal 8vo. Cloth. Net 25s. Od. 


REPRINTS JUST READY 


BLACKSMITH’S MANUAL ILLUS- TACHEOMETRIC TABLES, by F. A. 
TRATED, by J. W. LILLICO. A prac- REDMOND, B.Sc., D.LC., F.G.S. 276 
tical Treatise on modern methods of pages. Demy 8vo. Cloth. Net 12s. 
production. 220 pages. 100 plates, con- 
taining 755 perspective illustrations. THE SLIDE RULE, By CHARLES 
Net 15s. HOARE, C.E. Witha specimen Rule. 
ELECTRO-PLATING, by A WATT. Crown 8vo. Cloth. Net 5s. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth. Net 7s. 6d. 
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BOOK SELECTION GUIDE 


This list of selected new publications is compiled with the assistance 
of University Library, Bombay ; University Library, Mysore ; 
British Book News, London ; Library Review, Glasgow ; Times Literary 
Supplement, London; Ontario Library Review, Toronto ; Library 
Journal, New York ; Book Review Digest, New York ; and the U. S. 
Quarterly Book List. The Classification follows the third figure of the 
Dewey Decimal System of Library Classification. 


General Works 


Broadfield, A. A Philosophy of librarianship. 

Burchard, J. E. & Others. Planning the University Building. 

Garceau, O. Public library inthe political process. 

Irwin, R.(ed.) The Libraries of London. 

Joeckel, C. B. (ed) Reaching Readers. ; 

Pafford, J. H. P.(ed) The Year’s work in Librarianship. V. 12, 
1939-45. V.13, 1946. 

Reece, E. J. Task and training of librarians. 


Philosophy 


Amrita. Visions and Voices. 
Brown, J. A. C. Psychology (general outline) 
Das, S.K. Towards a Systematic study of the Vedanta. 
Freud, S. His life and his mind. 
Ingram, K. Guide to the New Age. 
Nivedita the Sister. The Indian study of love and death. 
Roy, A. Sri Aurobindo and the New Age. 
Tagore, R. S. Hindu loyalty. 
Religion 
Akhilanda, Swami. Hindu view of Christ. 
Baronte G. Twilight in India (castes) 
Cripps, S. God in our work. 
Ferm, V.(ed.) Forgotten religions : symposium. 
Harkness, G. The Gospel and our world. 
Hodivala, S.K. Parsis of Ancient India. 
Holmes, E. The creed of Buddah. 


Sociology 


Alekander, H.& Others. Social & Political ideas of Mahtama Gandhi. 

Beard, C. A. American Government and Politics. 

Casselman, P.H. Labor dictionary. 

Driver, P. N. Problems of Zamindari & Land _ tenure 
reconstruction in India. 

Ghosh, B. B. Indian economics & Pakistan economics. 

Koestler, A. & Others. The God that failed. 

Kumarappa, B. Indian struggle for freedom. 

Lin Yu-Tang. Peace is in the heart. 

Ramaswamy, M. Fundamental Rights. 

Robinson, W. H. Money and the Citizen. 

Seeley, R. S. K. The Function of the University. 
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Natural Science 


Butterfield, H. The origins of modern science 
Edwell, F. R. Light and sight. 

Haldane, J. B.S. What is life (a study) 

Hill, A. Trees have names. 

Hooper, A. Makers of mathematics. 

Huxley, J. Soviet genetics and world science 
Knowles,F. G. Biology and man. 

Ramamurti, S. V. Thoughts and things. 


Useful Arts 


Ahmad, M B. The problem of rural uplift in India. 
Ayar, T.S.P. Guide to advertising in India. 
Gordon, G. F.C. Clockmaking past and present. 
Hatch, D.S. Up from poverty in rural India. 
Lehman, H . H. Seventy books about Bookmaking. 
Miller, W.E. ‘Television explained. 

Oakley, T.G. How to conquer your nervous fears. 


Fine Arts 


Gombrich, E. H. Story of the Art. 

Holmes, W. An introduction to Indian Art. 
Munsterberg, H. Short history of Cihnese Art. 
Rajeswara Rao, P. An outline of India Art. 
Stokes, A. Art and Science 


General Literature 


Cousins, N. Writing for love and money. 

Curle, R. Characters of Dostoevsky (studies) 
Dingle, H. Science and literary criticism. 

Green, F.C. Mind of Proust. 

Grierson, H. J. C. Criticism and creation. (essays) 
Lin Yutang. China town family. 

Mailer, N. The naiked and the dead. 


Poetry & Drama 


Chattopadhyaya, H. Lyrics. 
Murray, J. M. Mystery of Keats. 


Smith, L.P. The Golden Shakespeare. An anthology. 


Tillyard, E. M. W. Shakespeare’s problem plays. 
History & Travel 


Basu, B. D. The Colonization of India by Europeans. 


Clesney, G. M. India under experiment. 
Eddy, G. S. The new Era in Asia. 

Hankey (Lord). Politics, trials and errors. 
Hindus, M. Russia fights on. 

Pithawalla, M. B. An Introduction to Karachi. 
Stransky, J. East wind over Prague. 

Symonds, R. The making of Pakistan. 


Biography 
Eastman, L. A. Portrait of a Librarian (W. H. Brett) 


Higginbottam, S. Sam Higginbottam, farmer. 
Home, A. Rammohan Roy: The man & his work. 
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BOOKSHELF Conducted by 


A. C. BHATIA 
REVIEWS 


EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP, 
by J. Periam Danton. Paris: Unesco. 1949. 97pp. 25 Cents. 


The institution of public library in India to-day is still very much 
neglected. The Government has not devoted as much attention and care 
to it as it deserves. The public is criminally indifferent towards it. 
It has fallen into the hands of those who are ill-equipped to run it. 
If Unesco really wants to do something in this sphere it should open 
a centre in India, particularly in the refugee province of the Punjab 
where no good public library exists, to encourage this valuable institution. 


The book, under review, covers a vast field to produce a right type of 
pattern of education which is needed for our librarians. It sums up 
the experiences of a man who is really fit for the task of properly 
educating those who are the custodians of store-houses of knowledge. It 
will be a privilege of Indian librarians to study this book. 


The readers, while going through it, feel as if they are sitting in a 
most modern library run by a librarian who got his training in a 
first class Library School where Curriculum and the Methods of 
Instruction, Faculty and Staff, Recruiting and Selection, Resources, 
Quarters and Facilities, Administration, Finance, Records and Placements 
of Students are most up-to-date. The nine chapters in the book cover all 
the requirements cf a librarian and help in producing a real lover of 
books who acquires knowledge both inside and outside the Library 
School and comes out to take charge of a public institution fully compe- 
tent to discharge his responsibilities. 


Illustrations in the book and detailed observations on the working of 
public libraries in other progressive countries would have enhanced its 
importance. We would have welcomed a chapter on the work of Unesco 
so far as education for librarianship is concerned. 


THE LIBRARIES OF LONDON : 
Seventeen Lectures delivered at the University of London Sehool of 
Librarianship in April, 1948. Edited by Raymond Irwin. London: 
The Library Association. 1949. 238pp. 13/6. 


This is a valuable and unique work, edited by the Director of the 
University of London School of Librarianship which replaces, the well- 
known Students’ Guide to the Libraries of London, by R.A. Rye. last 
revised in 1927 and now out of print. The series of lectures deal on 
the great libraries of London, their history, functions and aims are 
described by the Librarians in charge or by members of their staffs. 
The following is the list of lectures : 


1. The British Museum, by F. C. Francis. 2. The Library of 
The British Museum (Natural History) and some Other 
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Libraries of Natural History, by A.C, Townsend. 3. Science 
Museum Library, by D. J. Urquhart. 4. The Library of 
The Victoria And Albert Museum, by A.W. Wheen. 5. The 
Public Record Office and Its Work, by Sir Hilary Jenkinson. 
6. The Patent Office Library, by F. W. Gravell. 7. The 
House of Commons Library, by N. W. Wilding. 8. The 
Library of the House of Lords, by Charlies T. Clay. 
9. Government Departmental Libraries, by D. W. King. 10. The 
University of London Library and Some Other Libraries 
of the University, by J.H.P. Pafford. 1). The British Library 
of Political and Economic Science, by G. Woledge. 12. The 
London Library, by C. J. Purnell. 13. The Law Libraries of 
London, by A. R. Hewitt. 14.London’s Medical Libraries, by 
W. R. Le Fanu. 15. The Guildhall Library, by Raymond 
Smith. 16. The London Borough Libraries, by James D Ste- 
wart. 27. The National Central Library, by S. P. L. Filon. 


On the whole book provides a wealth of information, and we wish it 
a wide publicity in the Libraries of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon. 


LIBRARY ASSISTANCE TO READERS, 
by Robert L. Collison. With a Foreword by W. B. Stevenson. London: 
Crosby Lockwood & Son Ltd. 1950. 112pp. 7/6 net. 


Knowledge, understanding and foresight combine to make this one 
of the most revealing books ever written about the bibliographical 
publications and other aids which are needed for the work of a Readers’ 
Advisory Service. Each chapter has its own individuality with a 
certain field of knowledge, is arranged in a particular way, often with 


a particular purpose, and the information is presented with a particular 
view-point. 


In the Indian Ilbraries reference aid is-seldom given. The lack of this 
service prevents our readers and scholars from getting the best out of 
our library resources, meagre as these are. In the absence of reference 
work as a function of Indian libraries, we feel that this excellent 
handbook, wiil be of great aid to both library workers and general 
readers. 


The author is an experienced and wall-known Reference Librarian in 
the City of Westminister Pubiic Libraries, has done a good deal of research 
work in Readers’ Advisory Service, and in this publication, paid particular 
attention to the point of view of the reader who knows little of libraries or 
their resources. 


FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS: 
A Constitutional and juridical study with particular reference to 
India in the light of experience of the United States of America 
and the United Kingdom, by M. Ramaswamy ; with a Foreword by 
Sir Maurice Gwyer. New Delhi: Indian Council of World Affairs. 
1946. 252pp. Rs. 6/8. 


In spite of the fact that our constitution has been framed and put 
into execution, this well-written book is still fresh in its contents and 
scholarly treatment. The last Chapter on ‘A draft bill of Rights for 
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new India” shows that the author’s mind is sound. His many suggestions 
have, in a way, been incorporated in the new constitution by our Parliament, 
though in an amended form. 


The Supreme Court has, however, recently, in Mr. Gopalan’s case, 
repudiated the author’s claim that the highest judicial authority in the 
country should have the power of judicial review in cases where the 
question of personal liberty is concerned. The framers of the constitution 
rejected the American system of judicial review and the Supreme Court 
has faithfully interpreted the constitution. If the Supreme Court 
judgemnt and the constitution are any guidance. thenthe main thesis 
of this book stands shattered. 


The author makes a distinction between cases pertaining to liberty and 
cases involving economic questions. He would not like the Supreme 
Court to exercise the power of judicial review in the case of property 
rights. A large number of interesting cases have been quoted to 
interpret the Due Process Clauses in the American Constitution. 


The author’s anxiety to provide safeguards in the Indian Constitution 
to protect basic personal rights is shared bythe reviewer too. He 
rightly feels that the Supreme Court should have an authority to 
interfere in such cases where the life or liberty of the accused isin 
jeopardy, where the accused has been deprived of the existance of a 
counsel or has been hurried to his conviction under mob domination, 
or convicted solely onthe strefigth of an extorted confession or upon 
evidence known tothe prosecution to be perjured, or he is deprived 


of his life or liberty without due process of law or the authority’s 
execution of the law is unreasonable, dictatorial biased, with party 
ends in view. But India seems to be on the road to chaos. Sanity 
does not appeal to her legislators who are either half educated or are 
led by party canons and prejudices. 


However, the book is an excellent testimony to free and well-reasoned 
thinking. 


ELECTRICITY FOR FARMERS, 
By Geoffrey Gerard. London: The Technical Press Ltd. 1949. 
lllpp. 6Sh. Net. 


If India is one day to electrify her villages and use electricity to 
develop her agriculture on scientific lines and that day is not far off as 
some of the projects are on their way to completion—this is the book which 
must be read by administrators, educated farmers and Congressmen in 
whose hands lies the future of the country. In a most simple form it 
explains how electricity can be used to increase agricultural production 
‘and thus reduce the cost. In a very effective manner, with copious 
illustrations, it has been shown how different types of machinery can be 
utilised at the farms, farm-houses, dairy farms, poultry farms, fences, etc. 
The Indian cultivator, by adopting electric machinery, can tremendously 
improve upon the primitive conditions in which he is living to-day. A 
perusal of the book convinces any reader that if India does not follow 
the examples of U. K., U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. in using electricity to 
modernise agriculture she shall remain a very backward nation with her 
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teeming millions steeped in poverty. Thecost may be heavy to have the 
new reform, but it is worth going through the experiment. 


The book is extremely useful and well-written. It must adorn 
private and library shelves. 


EFFICIENT USE OF FERTILIZERS, , 
Edited by Vladimir Ignatieff. (FAO Agricultural Studies No. 9) 
Washington: Food & Agriculture Organization of United Nations. 
1949. 182pp. $1.00. 


The F. A. O. must be congratulated on producing snch a brilliant book. 
Apart from experts in and students of Agriculture, even others who are 
interested in the food problem will find it highly illuminating. It is 
remarkably wellw-written and contains wealth of information on 
fertilizers. 


We wish some light had been thrown on the inefficient use of fertilizers in 
some of the under-developed countries of South-East Asia. 


India’s administrators handling the food problem will do well if they 
study this book and adopt the valuable suggestions given by the author. 
So far we have completely neglected the question of providing good 
nutrients to our plants which grow haphazardly, withering soon in the 
blasts of wind, frost, dust-storms and diseases. The way we use animal 
manures and store them and the manner in which we make composts and 
spread night soil in our fields and dispose of our sewrage is indeed 
primitive. There is no planning to use commercial fertilizers and soil 
amendments according to the environments of the regions in which 


particular crops aresown. All these drawbacks retard the growth of our 
agricultural production and complicate our food problem. This book 
helps us in assessing our real position vis-a-vis other countries and gives 
us a realisation that unless we shed our prejudices against the scientific 
methods of production and use of well-selected fertilizers we will not 
have agricultural efficiency. 


The author has not only explained the types of fertilizers and their 
utility but has also shown each important crop and plant react to those 
fertilizers. The treatment of the subject—matter is tremendously scho- 
larly. The book is daringly original in its unravelling of position 
regarding the use of fertilizers in different countries and carries the 
authentic erudition vitalized by the author’s dynamic sense of scientific 
values. The book is sure to gain in universality. We have a graphic 
story of fertilizers unfolded in this volume which entirely changes the 
outlook of those who deal with agricultural problems. 


FUNDAMENTAL EDUCATION : 
Description and Programme. (Monographs on Fundamental Education, 
No. 1). Paris: Unesco. 1949. 85pp. 25 Cents. 


Fundamental education deals primarily with the under developed areas of 
the world. It affords a minimum programme of education in terms of 
individual needs and problems of the community concerned. The book 
discusses various means and methods by which fundamental education is 
spread resulting in social action. Chapters two, three and four deal with 
the elements of fundamental education, organisation of fundamental 
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education, programmes and U. N. E.S. C. O’s programme for fundamen- 
tal education, respectively. The central principal is that of integration. 
The school and the teacher find new life altogether. Adult education is 
given a fillip according to the needs and interests of the people. Particular 
emphasis is laid on health education and education of women and girls 
so as to lead to proper care of children and families, providing shelter, food 
and clothing. The aim is not only to have urban progress but also to 
have rural development. Importance is attached to political factors which 
govern forces incharge of educational programmes. It is emphasised that 
if fundamental education is to help people to achieve social and economic 
progress it must go hand in hand with economic development. The 
problems of literacy campaigns and language, language teaching, use of 
film, radio and related media, library museum services (community 
centre), preservation and development of indigenous arts, utilisation of 
leisure and physical education, religious and moral education, project 
approach, basic surveys, field teams, training of specialists and field 
workers, etc., have been tackled in ascientific manner. 


UNESCO programme in fundamental education -is an interesting reading. 
It is shown that the international body is a real clearing house of teachni- 
cal information and advice. Its programme of conferences and seminars 
is highly useful. In India we have had ample experience of seminars 
which the press and the people tremendously liked. 


The book is extremely entertaining. No significant approach to the 
problem of fundamental education has been neglected. Itis a comprehen- 
sive work and serves our educational needs and imparts knowledge which 
can only be culled from a plethora of books. 


GUIDE TO THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER, 
(2nd edition. Revised) Lake Success, N.Y. Department of Public 
Information. United Nations. 58pp.50 Cents. 


THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL, 
(Reference Pamphlet No. 2) Lake Success, N. Y. United Nations. 100pp. 
15 Cents. 


OUR RIGHTS AS HUMAN BEINGS, 
A Discussion Guide on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
(Teaching About The United Nations And The Specialized Agencies). 
Lake Success, N. Y.: United Nations. 32pp. 10 Cents. 


THE UNITED NATIONS AND ADULT EDUCATION, 
Some Suggested Source Material. Lake Success, N.Y.: United Nations. 
38pp. 15 Cents. 


These Pamphlets: published by the United Nations give a lotof useful 
information about the U. N. Charter, E. C. O. Rights of Human Beings, 
and U. N. Programme about Adult Education. The pamphlet on the 
Charter traces the history behind it, referring to the declaration of St. 
James Palace, and the Atlantac Charter, the U. N. Declaration, the 
Moscow, Teheran, Dumbarton Oaks and Yalta and San Francisco Con- 
ferences and their achievements. The U. N. Charter is explained at 
length ; the light is thrown on organs of the international body such as the 
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General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, 
the International Court of Justice and the Secretariat. 

The Pamphlet on Economic and Sccial Council fulfills the needs of readers 
who want to have a special knowledge about the body which deals with 
our social and economic problems. 

The suggested source material on the U. N. Adult Education programme 
provided in a different pamphlet will be very much liked by all over the 
world. 

Those, who are fighting for human rights and liberty, will welcome the 
third pamphlet. A reading of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and its historical background, action in the General Assembly and the 
mobilisation of world opinion convinces one that there is a body to which 
we can look for the protection of our fundamental rights, though it has 
bungled in the case of the rights of Indian in Soujh Africa. The fault, 
however, does not lie with the U. N. but with its members who are guided 
more by political motives than by considerations of human welfare. 

These are very instructive and reliable pamhhlets written by eminent 
scholars in a simple, stimulating style which will be readily understood 
by the laymen in search of knowledge about the United Nations. 


WHAT THE UNITED NATIONS IS DOING FOR REFUGEES AND 
DISPLACED PERSONS. Lake Success, N. Y.: United Nations. 1949. 
19pp. 15 Cents. 


We, in India, who have suffered a lot as refugees and displaced persons, 
will certainly appreciate the work of the U. N. in helping our brethren in 
difficulty in different parts of the world, to be properly rehabilitated, 
though the U. N. never came to our rescue in times of need. It is highly 
desirable that this international organisation shouldn’t confine its activities 
to limited spheres—the devastated areas of war. 

The pamphlet describes the “Hard Core’ and the refugee camps; it ex- 
plains how a refugee is repatriated and resettled; how vocational training is 
imparted tothe doserving; how legal aid is provided and the missing search- 
ed; how the I. R. O. is financed and how the U. N. prepares for the New 
Plan to assist the displaced persons. 

The pamphlet should have given more readable material about the problem 
of rehabilitation of refugees and its solution. 


A CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO COMMUNISM, 

by Dr* Samuel Vairanapillai. Foreword by Dr. Gurubatham—Introduc- 
tion by Rev. R. R. Keithahu. Mathurai, Tallakulam P. O.: Madura Book 
House. 87pp. Rs. 1/4 
This is a scholarey comparison between Christianity and Communism and 
an effective answer to those who belie - in the cult of violence. The 
author has frankly praised Communism where praises are due. He has 
given a good historical analysis of the forces and circumstances which led to 
Communism and how Christianity has both succeeded and failed to arrest 
its growth. At times it appears that the arguments for Communism are 
more convincing than those advanced for ‘‘a Christian alternative’ The 
alternative overrules materialism and concenstrates more on social uplift. 
Yet, the author dabbles in an economic programme of development without 
throwing lights on the means of distribution of our national wealth which 
is today the main concern of reformists. If people can have an equitable 
distribution of wealth and organised social welfare, Christianity can cha- 
llenge Communism but it is very doubtful if, with the presnt mental 
outlook of nations who profess Christinity without practising it, things can 
improve. 
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Sixth Year Sixth Year 


Sta Amat Mar aarst 


Good Parents Association * 


POPULATION ESSAY CONTEST 


TALBOT HOUSE, THE MALL, SIMLA (INDIA) 


FRIENDS OF THE GOOD PARENTS: ASSOCIATION HAVE CONTRIBUTED 
HUNDREDS OF RUPEES 
TOWARD THE POPULATION ESSAY CONTEST 


Purpose of the Contest—The Contest will deepen the friendship 
uniting the population of India, Pakistan, Ceylon and Burma. The 
Contest will help interest the population in libraries. The Contest will 
encourage improvement in the education and health of the population. 
The Contest will honour young leader? of thought who show ability to 
deal with the problems of population. The Contest will give young 
people a challenging opportunity for freedom of speech on the subjects 
of population. The Contest will lead to saving the lives of infants, 
toddlers and children. 


Eligibility of Contestants—Any Person born within the borders of 
India, Pakistan, Ceylon and Burma shall be eligible to enter the Essay 
Contest. 


Subject of the Essays~The Essays may be written on family planning 
plus any other topic or topics related to population. All related topics 
are eligible in order that young specialists may write in their particular 
fields bearing on populations A young educator, a young doctor, or a 
young economist may pursue research for years with assurance that his or 
her findings can be entered in the Contest. 


Qualifications for the Winning Essay—The Prize winning Essay must 
be more than five thousand words typewritten on one side of the paper 
only. It should be written in the official language of India, Pakistan, 
Ceylon, Burma, or the United Nations. One typed copy should be 
submitted by May 30, 1951. A copy of the Winning Essay shall be sent 
to the donor with signed permission from the winner to publish it in a 
book of essays on population. This permit shall not impair any 
copyrights of the winner. 


Basis of Award—Judges shall grade the Essays under three tests :— 
(1) Philosophy, vision, thought. 
(2) Clearness, accuracy, force. 
(3) Beauty, charm, persuasion. 

Essays shall be given grades from zero to a hundred for each of the 


three tests. The Essay with highest total score will win the Contest. 
Three hundred is the perfect score. 





POPULATION ESSAY CONTEST 


Date of Award—The date of award shall be August 15, 1951, and 
August [5th of each year thereafter as long as the Contest continues. 


Amount of Prize—The winner of August 15, 1951, shall be awarded 
EIGHT HUNDRED RUPEES. The prizes in subsequent years will 
depend on the interest being shown in the Contest and the support 
given, 


Winners of the Contest 


1946 Satya Swaroop ... Punjab’s Population and Health Problems. 


1947 A. C. Bhatia ... India’s Population and Food Supply. 


1948 S. A. Joshi ... Population Policies of Nations with High 
Pepulation Pressure. 


1949 Man Mohan Mehta ... Rehabilitation of Uprooted Population. 


Topics—The following topics are only a few examples of the many 
acceptable : 


. The nature and measurement of population pressure. 

. Child mortality as an index of population pressure. 

. The relation between education and fertility. 

. Use of motion pictures, chain teaching, comics, pamphlets, and 
co-operative libraries in educating young people. _ 

. Economic effects of postponement of marriage, education for parent- 
hood, and saving money toward the costs of raising children. 

. Case studies of parents that have risen from poverty and made good. 

. Case studies of families, all of whose children are living. 

. Standards of living of large families. 

. Effect of large families on the net reproduction rate. 

. Net reproduction rate of the Parsees. 

. Infant mortality rate of the Jains. 

. Mahatma Gandhi's teaching about child mortality. 

. National cost of child mortality. 

. How to save the life of your baby. 

. The cure and prevention of fatal diseases of childhood. 

. Reduction and prevention of death before age thirty. 

. Public health record of the Government of India. 

. How to market a pamphlet on family planning in India and Pakistan. 

. Organization and operation of a family planning service. 

. Family size among the Brahmins and Swamis. 

. Political, religious, and exploitive barriers to family planning by the 
poor. 

How to sell family planning to the poor. 

. Natural methods of spacing children for health. 

. Ethical basis of rhythmic regulation, moral restraint, contraception 
or birth control, sex, hygiene, and midcycle abstinence. 

. How to have a son by separating male and female spermatozoa before 
insemination. 





POPULATION ESSAY CONTEST 


. How to have a son by coitus the day after ovulation. 
. Psychiatric barriers, psychological prejudices, emotional conflicts, and 
irrationalities concerning population. 
8. A graduated luxury tax to pay family allowances. 
. A graduated wealth tax to build low-rent homes. 
. Slum clearance by family planning. 
. Dehydration and storage of foods for reserves against famine. 
. Production of cattle feed from hydrolyzed sawdust, yeast, and 
ammonium salts. 
33. Use of atomic energy in photosynthesis of food. 
. How to grow protein in seaweed. 
. Conversion of pulp mill by-products such as tall oil into cooking 
fats and other foods. 
. The manufacture of cheap synthetic food. 
37. Rehabilitation of uprooted population. 


YOU can easily win the Population Essay Contest—Only a half dozen 
Contestants entered each year since 1944. They received hundreds of 
rupees in prizes plus promotions in their careers. Enter the Contest 
today—WRITE NOW. 


SANT RAM BHATIA, 
Secretary and Editor, 
February 22, 1950. THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN, 
TALBOT HOUSE, 
The Mall, Simla. 











EARN THE MAHATMA GANDHI MEMORIAL AWARD 


Join the Good Parents Association—Get health and medical advice at 
minimum cost. For free application write to Dr. Satya Swaroop, President 
of the Good Parents Association, All-India Institute of Hygiene and 
Public Health, 110, Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta. 


RECOMMENDED READING 
How to Have a Son—({The world famous booklet) 


To Save the Baby—(Home medical advice to keep your children 
healthy) 


Parents Guide to Married Happiness—(Complete and unabridged) 
CO-OPERATE WITH YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY. WHERE 


THERE IS NO COMMUNITY LIBRARY, PLEASE DO WHAT 
YOU CAN TO START ONE. 














SOME STANDARD TEXT BOOKS 


ENGLISH 


New College Composition. By 
Profs. Dave, Verma and Aggarwala. 
(5th Ed. 1950) 12-8 
New College Translation & Unseens. By 


Profs. Dave, Guptara & Aggarwala. 
(6th Ed. 1950) 3-4 


ECONOMICS 


Elementary Economic Theory. By 


Profs. R. L. Sabarwal & B. M. 
Bhatia. (3rd Ed. 1950) 


Elementary Indian Economics. by 


Profs. B. M. Bhatia & R. L. Sabar- 
wal. (3rd Ed. 1950) 3-12 


Intermediate Economics Made Easy. by 


Profs. B. M. Bhatia & R. L. Sabar- 
wal. (13th Ed. 1950) 5-0 


HISTORY & CIVICS 


Principles of Civics and Indian 
Administration. By 


Principal F. C. Arora & 
Prof. K. R. Bombwall. 


3-8 


Part I.—Principles of Civics 
(Ed. 1950) 
Part II.—ndian Administration. 


3-8 


(Ed. 1950) 
History of India to 1526 Made Easy. 
by Prof. B. R. Khanna. 
(8th Ed. 1950) 
GEOGRAPHY 


College Geography Made Easy. By 
Prof. A. N. Kapur. 
(3rd Ed. 1949) 5-8 
MATHEMATICS 


New Intermediate Plane Trigonometry 
By Prof. Bansi Lal. 
(2nd Ed. 1949) 4-4 
New Intermediate Co-ordinate Geo- 
metry. By Prof. Bansi Lal. 
(6th Ed. 1949) 


3-8 


5-0 


4-0 


New Intermediate Pure Solid Geometry. 


by Prof. Bansi Lal. 


(5th Ed. 1949) 1-8 


PHYSICS 
Intermediate Physics. by Dr. G. L. 


Datta. (1/th Ed. 1949) 11-0 
New Intermediate Practical Physics. By 
Profs. D. N. Vasudeva & R.N. Bali. 
(3rd Ed. 1949) 4-8 
Numerical Examples in Physics. By 
Prof. A. N. Puri. (5th Ed.1949) 4-6 
Intermediate Physics Made Easy. By 
Prof. R. N. Bali. 
(9th Ed. 1949) 


CHEMISTRY 


Systematic inorganic Chemistry. By 
Profs. Niranjan Singh & Jagindar 
Singh. (/1th Ed. 1949) 7-8 

Systematic Organic Chemistry. By 
Prof. Jagindar Singh 

(5th Ed. 1949) 6-8 

Systematic Practical Chemistry By 
Profs. Niranjin Singh & Jagindar 
Singh (7th Ed. 1949) 4-0 

Intermediate Inorganic Chemistry Made 
Easy. By Profs. Jagindar Singh & 
Niranjin Singh Sekhon 

(7th Ed. 1950) 4-8 

Intermediate Organic Chemistry Made 

Easy. By Prof. Jaginder Singh. 
' (6th Ed. 1950) 4-8 


BOTANY 


New Intermediate Botany (in two parts):— 
Part 1.—By Profs. Charan Singh, 
Jiwan Singh & H.C. Das. 

(7th Ed. 1949) 5-0 
—By Profs. M.C. Sethi, 

7 C. R. Kohli & C.L. Sawhney. 
(5th Ed. 1949) 5-8 


ZOOLOGY 


New Intermediate Zoology. By Profs. 


Bhatia & P. L. Anand. 
(4th Ed. 1950) 


Practical Notebook in Zoology- By 
Prof. Guran Lal Arora. 
(4th Ed. 1949) 5-8 


5-8 


Ready soon 


ATMA RAM & SONS 


Kashmere Gate, DELHI 
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